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students o v wait

THE WORLD THAT AWAITS TODAY’'S YOUNG PEOPLE GRADUATING FROM HIGH
SCHOOL IS CHANGING BEFORE THEIR VERY EYES. THE KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS
THEIR PARENTS NEEDED TO SUCCESSFULLY ENTER WORK OR COLLEGE WOULD

NOT BE SUFFICIENT TODAY. IN FACT, MANY OF THE FAMILY-WAGE JOBS WE
DEPENDED ON IN THE SECOND HALF OF THE 20TH CENTURY ARE GONE OR HAVE
EVOLVED INTO MORE HIGH-SKILLED POSITIONS REQUIRING GREATER LEVELS OF
KNOWLEDGE AND CRITICAL THINKING. IT IS HAPPENING ACROSS ALL CAREER
SECTORS AS EMPLOYERS STRUGGLE TO STAY COMPETITIVE AND AS OTHER
COUNTRIES PROVIDE BETTER EDUCATIONS FOR THEIR YOUNG PEOPLE.

at a minimum, every high school graduate
must be literate in english, math and science.

n today’s economy, students must achieve fundamental English, math and science skills in high
school if they have any hope of pursuing any number of careers or courses of study — from art to

engineering to zoology — or enjoying a quality of life similar to or better than that of their parents.

It is incumbent upon us to acknowledge that the world is changing and to ensure that every student is prepared
for what lies ahead. The effort to get there began with the 1993 Education Reform Act (HB 1209), which
lawmakers passed with strong bipartisan support. The central premise of that legislation — that all students,
not just those on the traditional, college-bound track, needed to master fundamentals in core subjects like
reading, writing, mathematics and science — was a direct response to the declining standard of living for low-
skilled workers. Students were graduating from high school without the skills they needed. Instead, with
significant reforms to the K-12 system, all students — not just a select few — will be expected to demonstrate
achievement of minimum academic standards in order to earn a diploma. These standards, developed largely by

Washington’s teachers, will give the diploma meaning and ensure all high school graduates are better prepared.

our state has stayed the course in its education
reform eftort for 13 years; it is working.

ollowing enactment of HB 1209, Washington engaged in an extensive and highly-inclusive process to define
grade-level academic standards and implement a statewide assessment system that, accordingly to independent

organizations such as Achieve Inc. and the Stanford R esearch Foundation, is considered one of the best in the nation.

Since the standards were applied and assessments implemented, the percentage of students meeting or exceeding
standard in each grade level has increased steadily. Gains are being made in subgroups of students who have
historically been low achieving and least well served. More and more students are achieving and demonstrating

the minimum skills needed for success after high school.
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important safeguards are in place to
ensure fairness when applying academic standards.

s with all large-scale change, appropriate course corrections have been made along the way. The most important
modifications were made with the enactment of HB 2195 in 2004.That legislation — which was championed
by educators, parents and business groups and received strong bipartisan support in the Legislature — rededicated our
state to the idea that every student must be able to demonstrate fundamental English, math and science skills before

they graduate from high school.

Under HB 2195, beginning with the class of 2008, students must meet standard on the 10th grade Washington
Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) in reading, writing and mathematics in order to graduate from high
school. Science will be required beginning in 2010. All students will have a minimum of five opportunities to take
the 10th grade WASL prior to graduation. Beginning with the 2006-07 school year, students unable to demonstrate
that they have met standard on the 10th grade WASL after two tries can fulfill the graduation requirement via an
alternate means that is comparable in rigor to the WASL. Accommodations are being made for students for whom
English 1s a second language and for students with disabilities. Special education students who meet state developed

criteria will not be required to pass the 10th grade WASL in order to earn a diploma.

supports for students:

Students will also have access to targeted assistance in subjects in which they struggle. HB 2195 requires districts
to develop Accelerated Learning Plans for struggling students. To facilitate this, lawmakers revamped and increased
funding for the state Learning Assistance Program in 2004 and 2005 to fund remediation for high school students

at risk of not meeting graduation standards.



THE COMBINATION OF STANDARDS, ASSESSMENT, RETAKES, REMEDIATION

AND AN ALTERNATE MEASUREMENT FOR DILIGENT STUDENTS WORKS.

Washington is one of 26 states that has implemented or is working toward implementation of standards-based
graduation requirements. Of those states, Washington has one of the longest lead-times — implementing the
requirement a full 15 years after education reform was adopted in statute — which has provided valuable opportunities
to learn from states that have gone before us. Monitoring the progress in other states provides Washington with two

very important lessons: standards are necessary and Washington’s standards are reasonable and achievable.

Washington’s education standards are a reasonable measure
of what our students should know.

he Washington learning standards were developed largely by Washington’s teachers and set a realistic expectation

for what students need to know. The 10th grade WASL measures skills and knowledge that students in
other states and countries are tackling in the 7th, 8th and 9th grades. When Achieve Inc., a national non-partisan
organization, analyzed several state tests including the 10th grade WASL, they found Washington demanding too
little. Achieve compared our high school exam to those in six other states (Florida, Maryland, Massachusetts, New
Jersey, Ohio and Texas), and Washington came out at the bottom with the least demanding questions in math. The
Achieve analysis also found that the overall rigor of our reading test is below that of most other states analyzed,

largely because the passages are not as challenging.

Washington’s standards do not demand too much of our students. They are reasonable and represent the minimum
of what our young people will need to know to be competitive in the world after high school. Success — in college

or work — will require skills well beyond those measured by the 10th grade WASL.

Washington’s education standards are achievable; students can do it.

pponents of standards-based graduation requirements have raised concerns about the prospect that substantial
numbers of students will be unable to earn a diploma. Such an outcome is highly unlikely. Critics who
suggest that our students and teachers won'’t rise to the occasion are ignoring evidence from states that have moved

faster than Washington.
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More and more students are achieving at higher levels across these and other states. It is very clear that without
these requirements, thousands of students in these states would have left high school with significantly less

skills and a smaller chance of succeeding in college or work.

Critics who say our students can’t do it are ignoring the progress already made. Since the WASL was initially
administered, thousands more students have passed each year, even when it didn’t count for high school
graduation. The initial retake data released in August 2005 indicates that the percentage of students passing
the 10th grade WASL will increase dramatically now that students have multiple opportunities to take the
exam. Given this trend, and what we’ve seen in other states, we have every reason to expect that the vast
majority of Washington students will pass the WASL prior to finishing the 12th grade. More will graduate

having achieved at least minimum skills.

THAT IS WHY THE WASHINGTON ROUNDTABLE MAINTAINS VIGOROUS,
UNWAVERING SUPPORT FOR THE CERTIFICATE OF ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
READING, WRITING AND MATHEMATICS GRADUATION REQUIREMENT IN

2008, WITH THE ADDITION OF SCIENCE IN 2010. THIS IS HOW WE
ENSURE EVERY STUDENT GRADUATES FROM HIGH SCHOOL LITERATE
IN ENGLISH, MATH AND SCIENCE.

Successful students will have skills beyond
those measured on the 10th grade WASL.

nsuring a quality education for every student does not end with 10th grade standards. The 10th grade

WASL measures the minimum skills our high school graduates will need. To be successful in the 21st
century workforce and postsecondary education system, high school graduates must have skills beyond those
measured on the 10th grade WASL.

The vast majority of high school students, nearly 80 percent, plan on some kind of learning after high school.
Yet, far too many students are not taking the high school courses that will prepare them to do college-level
work. As a result, more than half of recent high school graduates entering our community college system
must take non-credit bearing, remedial courses, particularly in math. This is a costly, and often discouraging,

route for students, many of whom end up leaving college after their first year.



To make sure high school graduates have the skills they need, Washington
should adopt a default college-preparatory curriculum for all students.

ithout a default curriculum — one that requires coursework such as four years of math and three years
of science — many high school students will continue to unknowingly eliminate their options for the
future and destine themselves for costly and time-consuming remedial coursework or low-skill, low-paying
jobs. A more rigorous default high school curriculum will ensure that all high school students, unless they

knowingly opt out, will be on a path that will help keep open their options for success in college or work.

n addition to standards, assessments and a default high school curriculum, ensuring students learn in high
school the skills that they will need requires a continued commitment to improving schools and aligning
the K-12 and postsecondary education systems. We must also empower our principals to take leadership

and responsibility in their schools and provide better preparation and professional development for teachers.

The recommendations included in this report describe the essential elements of that process. The Roundtable
will work closely with other business, education and community advocates to actively pursue these policy

improvements. Each is critical to ensuring students are prepared for the world after high school.

Recommendation 1: Make the diploma meaningful.

The state must live up to its obligation to ensure that every student — not just those who are economically advantaged
or college-bound — will achieve the minimum skills in high school that are needed to successfully enter work or college.
Common statewide standards and assessments hold schools accountable for teaching all students and hold all students
accountable for their own learning. The new high school graduation requirements provide a consistent means by which

to ensure that when high school graduates receive their diplomas they are ready for postsecondary education or work.

MAINTAIN THE CERTIFICATE OF ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT READING, WRITING AND MATH
REQUIREMENTS AS ONE CONDITION FOR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION BEGINNING IN 2008, ADDING
SCIENCE AS A REQUIREMENT IN 2010. ADD CIVICS AS A REQUIREMENT BEGINNING IN 2012.




R ecommendation 2:
Restructure high schools to expand opportunities for all students.

Our high schools must provide skills that will empower students to succeed in the 21st century. They must also be a
place where students can maximize their time not only to achieve necessary skills, but to pursue their interests and

abilities so as to ensure a greater chance for success and happiness after graduation.

DEVELOP AND ADOPT A COLLEGE-PREPARATORY CURRICULUM AS THE DEFAULT CURRICULUM FOR AL
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS.

R ecommendation 3:
Improve coordination and align curriculum between the K-12 and
postsecondary education systems.

The vast majority of high school students in Washington plan on some kind of postsecondary learning.
They know they need more than a high school education to raise a family or enjoy a quality of life similar
to or better than that of their parents. However, nearly half of students entering our community colleges are
unprepared and forced to take remedial, non-credit bearing courses. Students who require such remediation
are less likely to complete a degree. Better coordination and alignment between the K-12 and postsecondary

systems will ensure students are prepared not only to enter college, but to succeed when they get there.

ALIGN COURSEWORK OFFERINGS IN PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS WITH ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE STATE’S FOUR-YEAR UNIVERSITIES.




Recommendation 3 continued

R ecommendation 4:
Improve the quality & diversity of school leadership and provide
principals with the tools necessary to create high performing schools.

If we hope to make every school a great school, they must all have leaders with skills, support and authority
to align standards, assessment and instruction. These leaders must be given the capacity to adjust and tailor

support to the specific needs of students and staff in their buildings.




R ecommendation 5:
Overhaul existing mechanisms for developing teacher knowledge and skills.

At a minimum, most professions are characterized by a clear set of skills for entry,some level of performance-based

compensation, and opportunities for mentoring and professional growth. Yet these three components are often

missing in teaching — to the detriment of teachers and, ultimately, students.




R ecommendation 6:

Motivate students and adults to study and enter science, technology,
engineering and mathematics careers with a special effort geared to those in
currently underrepresented groups.

In his much heralded bestseller, The World is Flat, New York Times editorial writer Thomas Friedman argues
that not only is our economy changing, but math, science and engineering will be the foundation of the
innovation economy, and thus, future prosperity. Other countries are racing us to the top, not the bottom, and

the U.S. must produce more math, science and engineering graduates in order to maintain quality of life.




Recommendation 6 continued

R ecommendation 7:
Align tools, support and accountability

The Certificate of Academic Achievement requires schools and districts to focus tightly on the mission of
providing all students with a set of foundation skills and knowledge in core subjects. This has required many
schools to rethink the traditional delivery of education. Educators can’t do this alone. They need aligned
curriculum, assessment and instructional tools so they can focus on the hard work of teaching and student
learning. Meanwhile, students need to be assured that if their schools do not meet their obligations, despite

additional assistance from the state and district, the state will intervene on their behalf.




R ecommendation 8:
Create data and information systems for the 21st century.

Washington state’s current capacity to collect and analyze education data is woefully inadequate. It is past

time to move from rhetoric to reality regarding data-driven decision-making. Schools, districts and state

policymakers need real-time access to information on student and school performance and resources.




The Washington Roundtable is a nonprofit public policy research and advocacy organization
comprised of chief executives from major private sector employers throughout Washington
state. Since 1983, the Roundtable has worked to create positive change on critical policy issues
to foster economic growth, generate jobs and improve quality of life for Washingtonians.

Phone: 206-623-0180
www.waroundtable.com
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