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Our vision for Washington: Make it a top 10 state for quality of life and innovation and ensure it is not one of the 10 most expensive states in which to do business.

Working toward that vision, in 2011, the Roundtable

began tracking the Benchmarks for a Better Washington,

a discrete set of metrics that speak to the heart of what
constitutes a world-class state: a climate of innovation,
quality education, safe and efficient infrastructure,

and a business environment that encourages job growth.

The Benchmarks utilize independent, state-by-state
comparative data to assess Washington’s position in key
categories and uncover opportunities for improvement.
Achieving this vision will require courageous leadership

and continuous improvement, with a focus that extends
beyond the current economic and election cycles. Hard
work is required to catch up, keep up and move ahead.
The Benchmarks will help us chart progress.

QUALITY of LIFE ad INNOVATION

9

Private Sector
Job Growth +

This fundamental measure of economic
growth is also a key driver of state revenue.

Road Conditions 2 16"

The percentage of roads in “good” or “very good”
condition provides a critical reading of the status
of the state’s transportation infrastructure.

Average
Commute Time 3

37 th

Commute times have a dramatic effect
on quality of life, worker productivity and
environmental quality.

Functionally nd
Obsolete Bridges 4 42

Improving here means Washington is improving
mobility and safety — supporting commerce and
encouraging economic growth.

Patents Granted 5

Patents are a symbol of innovation
and an indicator of economic potential.

Student Achievement
in Math s

Math is a foundation for organized, logical
thinking and an important indicator of future
career success.

12th

Student Achievement
in Science 6

1 5th

Only a third of Washington’s 8th graders scored at
or above proficient on the nation’s science exam.

High School in
Graduation Rate 7 37

73.7% of Washington’s class of 2009 graduated
from high school. More than 22,000 students did
not make it to graduation.

Bachelor’s
Degrees Awarded
Per Capita 7

A high rate of postsecondary education is critical
for the vitality of any state’s economy.
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CONTINUE READING

For more information about Benchmarks for a Better Washington,
visit waroundtable.com

COST o BUSINESS

Electricity Rates s
Electricity is a key cost of doing business.

With an average cost of 5.65 cents per kW hour,
Washington’s electricity rates are the lowest

in the nation.

Business 36"
Tax Burden o

Washington is a costly state for doing business,

particularly as compared to most Western states.
Improving this ranking will encourage job creation.

Unemployment
Insurance Taxes 10
Washington’s average rate per full-time employee
decreased slightly, but is still far higher than the
national average.

Workers’
Compensation
Benefits Paid 1
Washington’s average rate per covered worker is
nearly twice the national average. Reforms made
in 2011 should improve this ranking.
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