
2016 Chair’s
Report

Bipartisan Leadership Critical to Improving Education

Lawmakers began the 2016 legislative session with a short list of must-do’s: Pass legislation to support 
the continued operation of public charter schools, make progress on a plan to address the Washington 
Supreme Court’s McCleary decision, and pass a supplemental budget. We commend them for making 
progress on all fronts.

The most pressing issue facing the 2016 Legislature was the need for a legislative fix to support pub-
lic charter schools. Last September, the Washington Supreme Court found the funding mechanism for 
charter schools to be unconstitutional. Nearly two-thirds of Washington’s charter school students are from 

low-income families; almost 70 percent are students of color. The Court’s ruling 
put these students’ futures in jeopardy. Legislators responded by approving 
legislation that provides a constitutional funding source for public charter schools 
and allows for expansion of the state’s charter sector. Thanks to the Legislature’s 
leadership, these schools will continue to provide options and opportunities for 
students who need the most help in our state.

Lawmakers agreed on a deadline to address the remaining pieces of the Mc-
Cleary decision regarding K-12 funding. Since the initial ruling in 2012, lawmak-
ers have provided $3.9 billion in new funding to address McCleary. Their work to 
address the McCleary ruling is not done. In 2017, lawmakers must come togeth-
er on a funding model that decreases the state’s reliance on local property tax 
levies to fund school employee salaries. That solution must support career and 
college readiness for all students and ensure K-12 investments result in demon-
strable student achievement gains, particularly among low-performing students 
and schools.

Lastly, lawmakers delivered a supplemental budget that, thanks to a recent bump in the state revenue 
forecast, balances over four years. In considering development of the next biennial budget, lawmakers 
should remain mindful that the future is uncertain due to national and global economic pressures. Further-
more, our state’s economic growth over the last decade has been concentrated in central Puget Sound, 
while the rest of the state has continued to struggle. The 2017-19 biennial budget should promote contin-
ued economic growth statewide and expand opportunity for all Washingtonians.

On behalf of the Roundtable board, I commend lawmakers for their progress. With perseverance and 
bipartisan leadership, we can continue to make Washington a better place to live, work, and do business. 

Sincerely,
            
          
  
 
Mark Tabbutt
Chairman, Saltchuk Resources, Inc.
2016 Washington Roundtable Chair



2016 POLICY PRIORITY: 

SUPPORT EDUCATION 
POLICIES THAT PREPARE ALL 
WASHINGTON STUDENTS 
FOR GREAT OPPORTUNITIES

With strong bipartisan support, state lawmakers approved legislation 
that allows for the continued operation of the state’s existing 
public charter schools and expansion of the sector to include up to 40 
schools over five years. Lawmakers approved a plan for dealing with 
the Supreme Court’s McCleary decision and established a bipartisan 
taskforce to gather data and look at solutions for how to decrease the 
state’s reliance on local property tax levies to fund school employee 
salaries. They also approved a supplemental budget that increases 
support for the state need grant, pays for postsecondary education 
tuition reductions adopted in 2015, and supports K-12 staff recruit-
ment and retention. We commend state leaders for these improve-
ments, their continued dedication to standards and accountability in 
the K-12 system, and their support of postsecondary education.

Last year, the Legislature passed the first comprehensive transportation 
package in a decade. With $16 billion in new investments – including 
$1.3 billion for preservation and maintenance, $8.8 billion for project 
construction, and $1 billion for the state’s multimodal fund – the 2015 
Connecting Washington package will lead to a safer, more efficient, 
and integrated state transportation system. Washington is seeing the 
early returns on those investments, as projects are underway 
statewide. Overall, the package will support thousands of jobs and 
stands to deliver tens of billions of dollars in value through long-term 
economic growth. The Roundtable will continue to advocate for 
successful implementation of the 2015 package. It is a great 
investment for our state. 

2016 POLICY PRIORITY: 

ENCOURAGE JOB GROWTH 
AND ECONOMIC PROSPERITY

Lawmakers passed a supplemental budget that balances over four 
years, thanks to a recent bump in the 2017-19 revenue forecast. 
Looking ahead, the Roundtable will continue to advocate for 
sustainable budget policies that support economic growth and a pre-
dictable, efficient, and equitable regulatory and tax environment.

OUTCOMES

2016 POLICY PRIORITY: 

SUPPORT AN EFFICIENT, 
MULTIMODAL TRANSPORTATION 
SYSTEM

OUTCOMES

OUTCOMES

The Washington Roundtable is a nonprofit public policy organization comprised of senior         
executives of major private sector employers across Washington State. 

Since 1983, the Roundtable has worked to create positive change on critical policy issues        
that foster economic growth, generate jobs and improve quality of life for Washingtonians. 

Areas of focus include: economic climate, infrastructure and education.
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